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DRAFT MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

Beautification & Natural Resources Commission
DATE & TIME:  Tuesday, January 20, 2014, 4:00 P.M.
LOCATION:  Council Chambers
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Jean Anton, (C) Mary Flaig, (VC, S) Thom Akeman, Frances Grate, Kelly Terry, 

Dolores Mollring
STAFF PRESENT: Jessica Kahn, Daniel Gho
COUNCIL LIAISON:  Bill Peake
AGENDA:

1. CALL TO ORDER (11:30)  4:05 PM

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (11:49)  Commissioner Grate made a motion to approve the December 16, 2014 
minutes.  Commissioner Akeman seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

3. PUBLIC COMMENT (12:09)   Cam Schure proposed that the BNRC organize environmental groups to 
sponsor a program that would grant free fruit trees to residents who are willing to plant a native tree. 

4. COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT (15:04) Bill Peake: no report

5. PUBLIC ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (15:39)  Commissioner Anton acknowledged Councilman Peake for 
assuming the duties of council liaison.

6. REPORTS - INFORMATION ONLY (16:10)

A. Recommended Tree List
Reference:  Jean Anton
Commissioner Anton, at the direction of Mayor Kampe, proposed a subcommittee work with the city 
arborist to update the online “Landscape Trees for Pacific Grove”, making it consistent and complimentary 
to the Recommended Tree List.  
Commissioner Grate agreed the web site needs updating.  Commissioner Akeman commented that the 
information provided is lifted from the Sunset Magazine Western Tree Guide and questioned how useful it 
is.  Commissioner Kelly stated that she finds the information very useful, especially the comments. 
Commissioner Flaig suggested water requirements of recommended trees be included where possible.
Public Comment:  Sally Moore offered to provide the emails from the previous subcommittee’s work 
effort.  Agrees that the web site needs to be improved and made consistent with the brochure.  Lynn Mason 
recommended limiting the web site list to the trees on the Recommended Tree List and finds that the 
comments section is very useful.  
Commissioners Grate, Akeman and Anton agreed to form the subcommittee.  

B. Tree Ordinance to Council Update (28:56)
Reference:  Jean Anton
Commissioner Anton informed the commission and the public that the mayor and council declined to 
consider the commission’s recommended changes to the tree ordinance.
Public Comment:   Cosmo Bua commented that commissioners worked very hard on the tree ordinance 
changes and he finds the council’s reaction “incredibly offensive”.  
Commissioner Grate expressed her disappointment in the council’s decision.  

7. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS (31:43) Commissioner Grate praised Public Works’ quick repair of 
Sanctuary path and read the following statement into the record:

Milkweed Seeds
There is a widespread mantra “Plant milkweeds and save the Monarchs”.It is promoted by several facebook 
pages, the website Monarch Watch .Our local museum which hands out packages like this which are 
misunderstood..  I am asked by several visitors every time I go to the Sanctuary  Where are the milkweed plants, 
Why aren’t you planting milkweed?
This is the WRONG message and a potentially damaging one for us to have at our  Monarch Sanctuary and in 
the City of Pacific Grove.,
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•Milkweed is the food of the LARVA stage of the butterfly life cycle.  PG has the ADULT stage which needs 
moisture and nectar.  Hence the plants in the nectar beds at the sanctuary.
•All 15,000 residents of PG live within a mile or two of our sanctuary and the seed package says the seeds 
should not be planted near an overwintering site.  So we should NOT plant milkweed in spite of the propaganda.
•We should continue the campaign to plant nectar plants that are in bloom October through February, such as 
yellow daisies (Euryops viridis), Echium, Daisy Tree (Montanoa grandiflora).
•There is increasingly strong evidence that planting milkweed outside its normal range is detrimental to the 
Monarchs in ways that could affect their migration, make them more vulnerable to parasites, etc..
Check out these websites. Lincoln Brower, Monarch Joint Venture .  
Plan to save Monarch butterflies backfires/Science/AAAS/news
Frances Grate
Beautification and Natural Resources Commission
January 20, 2015
Commissioner Grate stated that she had discussed this issue with Annie Holdren at the museum and she is “on 
the same page”.  
Chair Anton will contact Cedar Street Times and request the editor include the information in an upcoming 
issue.
Commissioner Akeman reported that the Coastal Commission granted the waiver for the fencing down around 
5th St. and Berwick Park to protect the Harbor Seal pups in the Spring.  The city will erect the fencing, monitor 
it, and review the effort in year 3 to determine if it should be continued indefinitely. 
Commissioner Akeman will reassemble the missing Washington Park Management Plan if staff will provide the 
boxes that contain the pages.  Dan Gho stated that staff will search for the boxes.
Commissioner Anton reported that a friend participated in the monarch tagging in Big Sur a few weeks ago.  
The monarchs were difficult to reach because they were nested much higher and it was cold that day. 
Commissioner Anton questioned staff about the crack in the recreation trail just beyond Fountain Ave.  Dan Gho 
stated that it will have to be structurally reviewed in the Spring when the ground hardens further.  Public Works 
will be working with engineers this summer to assess areas of the trail that need armoring.  Their findings will 
be presented to the Coastal Commission for approval, then to city council for authorization.
Public Comment:  Barbara Thomas asked if the Washington Park Plan under discussion was the 1992 plan.  
Commissioner Akeman replied in the negative.

9. STAFF REPORTS (46:15)  Jessica Kahn reported that planning staff has offered to report to the BNRC on the 
Local Coastal Plan update.  Commissioner Anton accepted.
Dan Gho reported that the city did receive the $25,000 grant from the Park District for the engineering and 
design portion of the Lovers Point project.
Public Comment:  Cam Schure requested and received a description of the Lovers Point project.  Dave Myers 
asked if stop signs would be installed on Ocean View.  Daniel Gho stated that stop signs will probably not be 
necessary, but that will be determined at a later stage.  Commissioner Anton asked if a public hearing will be 
held when the project is further along.  Daniel Gho stated that it will be brought to the BNRC, and that the 
process has not yet been vetted.

10. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA (50:01) Commissioner Anton requested a report on the Sea Gull proposal.  
Jessica Kahn will ask Mark Brodeur to attend Feb 17th.  Commissioner Anton stated that agenda items will 
include election of officers and a report from the Tree Subcommittee.  She regrets that she will not be present at 
the Feb. meeting.  

11. ADJOURNMENT: (52:39)  Commissioner Grate made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Terry seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 4:50PM

(Note:  numbers in parentheses to the right of agenda items indicate times each item occurs on the meeting audio 
file.)

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Flaig, Secretary
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